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Between The Lines 
 

Among other subjects, Jonathan Krohn studies American history, Arabic, 
and Latin. He is an experienced actor, has written a book, self-published 
and paid for out of his own savings. Jonathan has just turned 14 and 

became a highlight of the Conservative Political Action Conference (CPAC) 
in Washington the weekend of March 1, 2009. He has attracted broader 
media attention appearing on Fox News Channel, CNN, numerous radio 

talk shows; a week after CPAC was the subject of a feature story in the 
March 8, 2009 Sunday Styles Section of the New York Times. The article 

by Jan Hoffman was titled, “The Little Mr. Conservative.” Like the 
Michael J. Fox character in the old Family Ties television situation 

comedy the young Mr. Krohn appears as a curiosity, an oddity—he is a 
conservative in an apparently increasingly liberal culture. Well, the 
media—biased left or right, your choice—is missing a broader point. 

 
Jonathan Krohn is a remarkably accomplished 14-year old who is also 
bright, charming and articulate. Instead of marveling at how he could be 

a conservative—horror of horrors—the media might better focus on the 
fact that Jonathan is home-schooled. The Times article suggests that his 

parents provide natural guidance (e.g. his mother reminds him of 
unfinished homework) to their only child but he is nevertheless permitted 
considerable latitude in making his own choices. (His father is portrayed 

as reserved in contrast to the son, and his mother is bored by politics.) 
 

The Times’ observations about such trivial matters as Jonathan not 
having his own cell phone or that his voice has a “wobbly squeak” (not 
that unusual for a 14 year old boy) could have been easily dispensed 

with in favor of pointing out contrasts with the typical public school 
underachievers, who though they may possess personal cell phones, 

computers and other electronics have not gained from the public school 
system so much as, “…at least a historical perspective,” as the director of 
CPAC was quoted as saying about Jonathan. No, the real story seems to 

have been missed. That Jonathan Krohn at 14 seriously studies 
American history, math, Arabic language and Latin, and is interested in 

politics at all…not the fact he chose to be a conservative…is the story. 
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